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DO YOU KNOW WHO MY FATHER IS? 
Pastor Jim Dunn 

 

 

Luke 2:40-52 

40 And the child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom. And the favor of God 

was upon him. 

The Boy Jesus in the Temple 

41 Now his parents went to Jerusalem every year at the Feast of the Passover. 42 And 

when he was twelve years old, they went up according to custom. 43 And when the 

feast was ended, as they were returning, the boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem. His 

parents did not know it, 44 but supposing him to be in the group they went a day's 

journey, but then they began to search for him among their relatives and 

acquaintances, 45 and when they did not find him, they returned to Jerusalem, 

searching for him. 46 After three days they found him in the temple, sitting among the 

teachers, listening to them and asking them questions. 47 And all who heard him were 

amazed at his understanding and his answers. 48 And when his parents saw him, they 

were astonished. And his mother said to him, “Son, why have you treated us so? 

Behold, your father and I have been searching for you in great distress.” 49 And he 

said to them, “Why were you looking for me? Did you not know that I must be in my 

Father's house?” 50 And they did not understand the saying that he spoke to them. 

51 And he went down with them and came to Nazareth and was submissive to them. 

And his mother treasured up all these things in her heart. 

52 And Jesus increased in wisdom and in stature and in favor with God and man. 
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“And Jesus said to them, ‘Why were you looking for Me? Don’t you know that it is 

necessary for Me to be engaged in that which is My Father’s?’” (Luke 2:49)  

 

Some people don’t want you to forget that they have a powerful father. A year ago, 

the New York Post reported such a story. It was about Michael Gabelli. A name that 

may not mean much here in KC, but in New York City, the Gabelli family is well known. 

No, they’re not in organized crime, though it’s close enough. One of the most 

successful money managers on Wall Street is Mario Gabelli. He has power, and he has 

wealth. He’s reported to be worth more than $750 million. Well, his son, Michael, was at 

a popular New York steakhouse, the Hunt and Fish Club, attending a fancy brunch 

with Fox News’ Charlie Gasparino.  Michael was acting like an entitled brat. He was 

arguing with the waiters, and he was eventually thrown out of the restaurant after he 

started yelling. A witness said, “He forcefully argued with the servers and managers. 

Gasparino tried to help. Charlie kept saying things like, ‘You’re embarrassing your 

father.’” After Gabelli calmed down, he tried to get a drink, but when the bartender 

refused to serve him, he flipped out, shouting, “Don’t you know who my father is?…He 

runs this city.” 

 

“Don’t you know who My Father is?” Those words sum up a big part of what Jesus was 

saying to Mary and Joseph. The Lord God Himself is Jesus’ Father. That makes Jesus 

God’s Son. In Jesus we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of our 

trespasses, and thus peace with God. So, God is also our Father. Since we are assured 

that we have such a God who loves us like a parent, because we have a Savior who is 

God’s Son, why be worried, troubled, or afraid? But since we so easily forget whose 

Son Jesus is, we are given a beautiful reminder in today’s Gospel reading.   

 

Mary and Joseph needed the very same reminder in spite of their memories of angels, 

shepherds, and Magi. Well, Jesus did not just walk around their house continually using 

His divine power. In fact, it appears that Jesus seldom used His divine power. A perfect 

example of that is here in our text where it says that Jesus increased in wisdom and 

stature. God does not need to increase in wisdom or stature. Only insofar as Jesus was 

human and chose not to use His divine power would He grow in wisdom and stature.  
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So, how easy it would be for Mary and Joseph to forget whose son Jesus was? So, most 

likely most of the time Jesus was for them just their growing boy. So, if He wandered off 

in the small town of Nazareth, or walked with others within the security of their family 

caravan, that was okay. But Jerusalem was a big city. As we all know bad things can 

happen to children in any big city. So, Mary and Joseph became afraid and worried, 

distressed, when they could not find Jesus in their caravan and thought He was back 

there in the big city all by Himself. 

 

Yet, at that very moment, Jesus was actually using His divine power. Jesus was asking 

the teachers in the temple questions that amazed them. Because these were not 

questions Jesus had learned. These were the penetrating questions that God had 

come down to earth to ask of the religious leaders of His own people. “Why do you 

break the command of God for the sake of your tradition?” These were the kind of 

penetrating questions that Jesus would later ask the Pharisees, questions that asked, 

“Don’t you know who My Father is?” Such as when Jesus asked, “What do you think 

about the Messiah? Whose son is He? If David calls the Messiah his Lord in Psalm 110, 

then how can the Messiah be David’s son?” In other words, how can the Messiah be 

both David’s Lord and David’s son?  

 

Since it was the Feast of Passover, for that, after all, was why Mary and Joseph and 

Jesus had gone up to Jerusalem. Since it was Passover, don’t you think Jesus also 

asked the teachers, “What is the meaning of the Passover lamb and how will the 

words of Isaiah be fulfilled that say ‘he was led like a lamb to the slaughter…by 

oppression and judgment he was taken away…for he was cut off from the land of the 

living, for the transgression of my people he was stricken’?” Just think of the 

penetrating questions a twelve-year-old asked that day. What a powerful showing of 

Jesus’ divine power that must have been! 

 

Artists have often portrayed Jesus asking those questions in the temple. Their paintings 

show a young Jesus, a twelve-year-old Jesus, who looks so human, so normal. Yet, they 

depict Him as standing in the center of a group of much older men. Now, was that it 

actually how it was the day twelve-year-old Jesus questioned the teachers in the 

temple?  
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Well, besides the question of historical accuracy, there is a much bigger message 

being told in those paintings. Jesus stands at 

the center of the Gospels. Jesus stands at the 

center of the Scriptures. Jesus stands at the 

center of heaven. He stands at the center of 

what you and I believe, and He is where we 

find peace. He is the Lamb who was led to the 

slaughter for our sins. But He is also our risen 

and victorious One. Through Him, God is our 

Father. We need not worry or be afraid, 

because Jesus is the Son of God. Don’t we 

know who His Father is?  

 

That was the firm yet respectful reminder Jesus gave His parents. Not like some entitled 

brat did Jesus speak to His parents. He could see they were distressed. He heard the 

tone in His mother’s voice when she said, “Son, why have you treated us so?”  He 

lovingly pointed out the help for such distress. Yet, exactly to what or to whom was 

Jesus pointing Mary and Joseph as relief for their distress? To what was Jesus pointing 

them? To what would Jesus point us today as the relief to our distress? As I said earlier, 

some people just won’t let you forget that they have a powerful father. But wasn’t the 

Father to whom Jesus was pointing Mary and Joseph?  

 

The glorious promises of Christmas are still fresh on our minds. What were those 

promises made to Mary, Joseph, the shepherds, the Magi?  Promises that this child 

would be the Savior, saving us from our sins… that this child would be God with us, 

Immanuel. This child, whether He was sleeping in a manger or asking questions in the 

temple was God’s own unique agent for addressing our worries and our fears when 

we wonder where God is and does He really love us and does He really care about 

what’s happening to us. Jesus wasn’t merely reminding Mary and Joseph of how 

powerful His dad was. He was reminding them of who He is, this son they were raising.  
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With the promises of Christmas fresh on our minds, you and I can take these words of 

Jesus to Mary and Joseph to heart, as a way of saying to you and me: Remember.  

 

Remember who Jesus’ Father is, so that you remember who He is.  

 

“Remember,” Jesus is saying to us in the storms of life as He reminded His disciples 

when they were afraid of the storm and forgot that the Lord of creation Himself stood 

right in the boat with them, the same One who had fed 5000 people with 5 loaves and 

two fish.  

 

“Remember,” Jesus is saying to us in our times of doubting God and questioning our 

faith as He reminded Thomas that no fewer than three times He had promised He 

would rise from the dead on the third day.  

 

“Remember,” Jesus says to us firmly yet respectfully. “Remember.” When we are afraid 

or in any distress, remember who Jesus is and the promises He’s made to us that He is 

our Savior. He is God with us.  Because of Him God hears our prayers.   Amen 

 


